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Can You 

Tell The Difference1 


OPEN MRI’S VS. CLOSED MRI’S 



^Most experts agree the technology 
behind open MRI's and closed MRI’s is 
essentially the same when it comes to the 
quality of the image. 

Most experts also agree that the 
professional reading the image is as 
important as the image itself. 


That’s why at Advanced Radiology, 
only Board Certified and University Trained 
professionals read our patients’ MRI's. 

And that clearly makes a difference. 

Want to know more about the safety, 
convenience and quality of our open 
MRI’s? Call us today. 



Advanced Radiology 

•A Leader In Imaging Innovation • 

5500 Market St. (old Rt. 82) • Howland, OH 44484 

216-856-XRAY(9729) -or- 1-800-998-4MRI(674) 


All Radiologists are Board Certified And University Trained 
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

MCMS 

ACTIVITIES 


SOCIETY DINNER 
MEETING 

Tuesday, May 28 
Youngstown Club 
6:45 P.M. 

Speaker: 

Peter Somani, MD, 
Director, Ohio Department 
of Health 


OSHA WORKSHOP 

Thursday, June 20 
Antone’s Banquet Centre 
8:30 A.M. 


GOLF OUTING 

Saturday, June 29 
Doughton Golf Course 
Tee Times: 

10:00 A.M. thru 12:00 Noon 
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From the Desk of the Editor 


The Spirit of Volunteerism 


Sergul A. Erzurum , MD 


HIRTY-NINE MILLION. THAT IS THE NUMBER 
OF AMERICANS WHO ARE UNINSURED - 
WHICH IS HIGHER THAN ANY TIME SINCE 
the passage of medicaid and Medicare in the 1960s. Since 1989, 
the ranks of the uninsured have swelled by 6.3 million, and mil¬ 
lions more would be uninsured if Medicaid en¬ 
rollment had not risen to an additional 10.5 
million people. 

As physicians, we have a social and moral 
obligation to care for these people, 
but there appear to be both financial 
and nonfinancial barriers. A study 
performed in California, which 
looked at primary care providers’ will¬ 
ingness to care for these patients, 
demonstrated that only 31 percent 
accepted new Medicaid patients and 
43 percent accepted new uninsured 
patients. Physicians in this study 
stated poor reimbursement as an im¬ 
portant reason not to care for Medic¬ 
aid patients and uninsured patients. 
Nonfinancial reasons were also cited 
in this study. The physicians’ percep- 
fJf) tion of being sued was cited by 57 
1 x 7 percent caring for Medicaid patients 

and 49 percent caring for the unin¬ 
sured. 

Interestingly, physicians seem to have less of 
a problem volunteering to care for people in 
third world countries. Wurlitzer’s study in 1996 
examined medical-professional volunteerism to 
a hospital in St. Lucia in the southern Carib¬ 
bean. This hospital had relied almost entirely 
on volunteer staffing for 27 years. A survey of 
these professionals elicited responses as to why 
they volunteered in St. Lucia versus volunteer¬ 
ing at a location closer to home. Seventy-seven 
percent cited unavailability of opportunities, 
limited coverage, and concerns over insurance 
and licensing as reasons for not volunteering in 
the States. 

Because physicians are not responding to the 
medical needs of this group of people, non-phy¬ 
sician groups have organized, suggesting that 
they may be able to provide a more cost-effec¬ 
tive plan for providing care for these patients. 
On the contrary, an article from the Journal of 



o 


o 


Nursing Administration in 1995 demons!) 
that a nurse-managed voluntary commi 
clinic visit would be more expensive thar 
cost of a community physician visit. 

The problem is self-evident. Physi 
volunteerism is low due to poor cooperation 
a large number of physicians, requiring a mi 1 
number to bear the economic burden of pr< 
ing care for these patients in their offices. It 1 
was a large-scale program in each cominun 
more economical solution could be obts 
while providing care to a larger number n 
tients. In addition, rules to help eliminate 
sic inns’ fears of insurance, licensing and m;ii 
tice problems would allow more freedom 
increase the spirit of volunteerism. 

I commend our Society president, Ch; 
Kohli, for attempting to organize such a pr 
and hope he obtains everyone’s support. A 
great medical historian Henry Sigerist said: 
physician’s position in society, the task assi 
to him, and the rules of conduct imposed oi 
changed in every period. They were detem 
primarily by the social and economic stru 
of society and by the technical and scie 
means available to medicine at the time.” 




■ • • AND I vs- m-»lD The FtftRECT H MO • 

>-or ,4_y tc < GE' IVF Deere* ' WiVIT e. - 
PfcVS Me TO SEC. . UW / • 
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DOCTORS 



...for substantial savings on 
health insurance, through their 
membership in the Ohio State 
Medical Association. 


Now OSMA members can get 
special low prices on traditional 
Blue Cross coverage and also on 
Super Blue® Plus. 

Vision and dental plans are 
available, too. 

Whatever you choose, you’ll save 
on health insurance for yourself, 
your family and your office staff. 
And enjoy high benefit levels of 
protection. 

That’s why OSMA has chosen 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Ohio 
to protect our members’ health. 


The OSMA Insurance Agency is 
proud to present its latest sponsored 
product offering...a new health 
insurance plan which means sav¬ 
ings for our membership. 

The savings result from a new 
arrangement OSMA has made with 
Blue Cross & Blue Shield of Ohio. 



OSMA Insurance Agenc> 

l\0. Box 16182 
Columbus, Ohio 43216-6182 


Get low, stable rates you can count 
on, and superior sendee with quick 
claims turnaround! 

To find out how much you can 
save, contact the OSMA Insurance 
Agency today. 

1 - 800 - 860-4525 


Blue Cross BlueShield 
of Ohio 

You can trust the best. 



» Registered Marts ol me Blue Cross and Blue Shteid Association 
© 1994 Blue Doss & Blue 5h*eld Mutual o* Ohio 
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President's Page 

Path to a Free Community Clinic 


HE CONCEPT OF STARTING A FREE CLINIC 

IN THE YOUNGSTOWN AREA HAS BEEN 

TOSSED AROUND FOR THE PAST SEVERAL 

years. About a year ago, the subject was brought up again before 

the public relations committee of the Mahoning County 
Medical Society. I accepted the challenge to 
work toward this goal. I decided to enlist the 
help of a friend, Dr. Murli Manohar, past presi- 
dent of the American College of International 
Physicians, who had been instrumental in set' 
ting up a community clinic in Canton. 

When I took offer as President of the MCMS 
in January, the goal of starting a free clinic was 
reaffirmed. Both Mayor Ungaro and Dr. Will¬ 
iam Binning, chairman of the Youngstown Ac¬ 
tion Advisory Committee, expressed similar feel¬ 
ings in this regard. With this goal in mind, the 
three of us, along with Dr. Anand Garg, presi¬ 
dent of both the American College of Physicians 
and the Western Reserve Care System medical 
staff, went to Canton in April to see the work¬ 
ings of the Canton Community Clinic firsthand. 

We met for lunch with the cofounders of the 
Canton Clinic, Dr. Manohar and Mayor (of 
Canton) Richard Watkins. Later we were given 
a tour of the facility by Dr. Manohar and the 
Clinic’s executive director Mrs. Mary Snyder. 
They promised to help us in our endeavor to set 
up a free clinic in the Mahoning Valley by shar¬ 
ing their experiences with us. 

The Canton Community Clinic is a free¬ 
standing facility which has the appearance of a 


Chander H. Kohti, MD 



modern, well-equipped physician’s office, 
sicians and allied health professionals volui 
their time to staff this facility. It is a charir 
non-profit organization that is supported by 
sicians, hospitals, businesses, pharmaceu 
companies and the community at large. 

There are 20 members on the Canton £ 
munity Clinic’s Board of Trustees. These n 
bers include the following: physicians, I 
presidents, hospital CEOs, clergymen, busii 
men, city councilman, educators, a cert 
public accountant, a journalist, and a retiret 
auditor. 

At this time, the plan of action is to set 
code of regulations for this (Youngstown; 
clinic as a non-profit corporation. A boa 
trustees, to include members of the (Maho 
Valley) community, will be appointed tot 
this non-profit organization. The board r 
bers would enlist the help of various orgj 
tions in the community, as well as comm' 
members at large, to make this clinic a rca 

The issue of medical malpractice has all 
been addressed by the Ohio State Legisb 
The amended house bill 218 has establi 
immunity from civil liability for health care 
fessionals who volunteer to provide servic 
indigent and uninsured persons at non-j 
shelters of health care facilities. 

Since the news of our trip to Cantor 
published in the Vindicator, we have reo 
many letters of support. Several nurses 
volunteered their time and expertise. Tht 
ulty nurses at YSU have volunteered to > 
the policies and procedures, as well as th 
tient education protocol for the clinic. 1 
have also been offers for office space and e 
ment. 

We know this is not going to be an eas 
but we are committed to putting forth om 
effort in this regard. We will need the coo 
tion of the Society members for donating e 
ment, as well as volunteering their time, 
success of this project depends on the inv 
ment of everyone. 

Please let us know in what way you can 
Your input is very important and will be gi 
appreciated. To help or offer your suggess 
please contact Eleanor Pershing at 788-4i 


Bulletin 


March/April 1 


OUTPATIENT 
THERAPY 


Therapy, Occupational 
Ifyilfherapv. Speech Therapy, 
M^||btherapy and Aquatic Therapy 


SPORTS INJURY • STROKE • INDUSTRIAL REHAB 
WORK SIMULATION • PAIN MANAGEMENT 


Medicare, Worker’s Comp. 

& Private Insurance Approved 

We do the paperwork 
and billing for you! 


Take a Step in the Right Direction, Contact the Caring Professionals” 

UNDER SAME OWNERSHIP 



Austin Woods 
Rehabilitation 


Carrington South 
Rehabilitation 


Health Care Center I Health Care Center 


4780 Kirk Road 
Austintown, Ohio 44515 


850 E. Midlothian Ave. 
Youngstown, Ohio 44502 
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OPEP 


Ohio Physicians Effectiveness Progran 


AN OVERVIEW: 


HE OHIO PHYSICIANS EFFECTIVENESS PRO- 


GRAM IS AN INDEPENDENT, MULTIFUNC¬ 


TIONAL ORGANIZATION EXISTING TO 


the recovery and advocacy needs of physicians and other health 
care professionals experiencing difficulties arising from substance 
use and psychiatric issues. 


The history of OPEr began in 1975 when 
OSMA formed a cadre of volunteer physicians 
to run its Physicians Effectiveness Program. In 
1991, the volunteer effort evolved into OPEP 
with a full-time medical director and staff. OPEP 
was reorganized in early 1994, having a part-time 
medical director, full-time masters level chemi¬ 
cal dependency specialist and two support staff 
members. In late 1995, a need to expand OPEP 
services to other groups of health care profes¬ 
sionals was recognized. By mutual agreement 
between OPEP and OSMA, OPEP became an 
independent organization in January 1996. 


The Greater Youngstown Caduceus 
Group’s CLOSED discussion meeting will 
be held in the Education Building, North 
Side Hospital on Tuesdays at 12:15 pm. 

For additional information, contact 
Joyce at the Medical Education Depart¬ 
ment, WRCS, (350) 740-3574. 


OPEP is widely recognized and accepted as a 
credible monitoring program for physicians and 
health care professionals. This credibility is the 
foundation of effective advocacy. Presently, 
OPEP effectively advocates on behalf of its cli- 


Medical/professional licensing and 

credentialing boards 

Managed care providers 

Employers 

Hospitals 


• Insurance companies 

• Medical/professional societies 

• Physician health (advocacy) programs 
in other states 


OPEP provides education and consultation 
on addiction, recovery and their collateral 


issues. These include: 

• Symptoms of chemical dependence 

• Behavioral cues helpful in identificar 

• Effective intervention techniques 

• Appropriate treatment options 

• Effective monitoring of treatment pk 

• Procedural and statutory requirement* 

• Re-entry issues 

• Formation of hospital based health 


committees 


The OPEP staff is skilled in preparing i 
orchestrating successful interventions. A a 
cessful intervention results in assessment, tre 
ment and recovery for physicians and healthfl 
professionals having chemical dependency p 
lems. 

OPEP is knowledgeable about facilitiess 
cializing in the treatment of health care pm 
sionals. Our staff is involved with these fac 
ties in the formulation and implementator 


aftercare planning. Furthermore, working re 
tionships with effective therapists and carcgiv 
are maintained throughout Ohio. 

OPEP monitoring is multifaceted and, 
signed to track actual therapeutic progress 
stability beyond compliance. This is acc 
plished through: 

• Random, observed toxicology testing 

• Written documentation is required r 
verify attendance at support groups ± ! 
therapy sessions. 

• Reports regarding the client’s progre- 
are periodically requested from any 
facility or treating professional with 
whom the client is involved. 

• The client is associated with a nionih 
who is also a professional. A monitor 
meets regularly with the client and 
often administers the observed toxin 
ogy screen. They submit quarterly 
reports regarding the client’s progre 1 -' 
and stability, with special focus on tl« 
areas of recovery, family and job. 

• OPEP field representatives also meet 
regularly with the client to assess and 
support their program of recovery. Uf 

continual on |>g. 
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Each patient is unique. 

Each one has special objectives and life' 
style requirements. To help achiev e 
these goals, Midwest Prosthetic' 
Orthotic Center combines experience 
and state of the art materials to custom 
craft each individual appliance. 

When you want performance... 

.k /r^ Midwest Prosthetic- 
1 Orthotic Center 

6600 Siviih Aw. Suite 8 ISM S. Lincoln Avc. 

fvndman, OH 44512 Salem, OH 44460 

216 / 726^6124 216 / 3324)50 


CONFUSED WITH MEDICARE RBRVS? 

CALL PROFESSIONAL MANAGEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 


MEDICAL BILLING SERVICE 

• Computerized Billing & Account Reporting 

• Processing of Patient Bills & Inquiries 

• Electric Claims Submissions 

• Office Practice Management 

• Medical Collection Dept. 

— Over 20 Years Experience In Medical Billing — 

BILLING • FREE CONSULTATION TO INDIVIDUAL & GROUP PRACTICES 


Professional Management Associates, Inc. 



726-1031 

THE FINANCIAL CENTER 


1280 Boardman-Canfield Rd., Youngstown, OH 44512 
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NEOUCOM Seniors Celebrate 
Residency “Matches” 


INETY-EIGHT SENIOR MEDICAL STUDENTS 
AT THE NORTHEASTERN OHIO UNIVERST 
TIES COLLEGE OF MEDICINE (NEOUCOM), 

| along with their counterparts around the country, learned on 
March 20 where they’ll serve residencies to continue their 

medical training following graduation. 

Robert S. Blacklow, M.D., NEOUCOM 
president and dean, said, “members of the class 
of 1996 have declared their future aspirations. 
Our students continue to be accepted into ex¬ 
cellent residency programs in Ohio, and 30 per¬ 
cent will be in NEOUCOM affiliated hospitals 
in northeast Ohio. Ninety percent of our stu¬ 
dents received one of their first three residency 
choices.” 

“It is encouraging to see our graduates re¬ 
sponding to workforce needs in the selection of 
their careers. Nearly two-thirds (65 percent) 
have chosen residencies in primary care, includ¬ 
ing internal medicine, family practice, pediat¬ 
rics and ob/gyn. this choice of careers will help 
meet future health care needs of Ohio.” Blacklow 
is currently president of the board of the Na¬ 
tional Resident matching Program (NRMP), 
headquartered in Washington, D.C., which pairs 
graduating medical school seniors nationwide 
with hospitals offering residency training pro¬ 
grams. 

On a national level, this is the second year 
in a row that more than half of U.S. medical 
school seniors will enter training in one of the 
generalist disciplines, according to the NRMP. 
Of the 14,539 U.S. seniors who participated in 
the match, 92.1 percent received residency as¬ 
signments. Of those 13,395 students, 54-4 per¬ 
cent will enter residency training in one of the 
generalist disciplines. 


Pictured: Senior medical student Sa rJ 
Marchess (left) shares her excitement with cm 
mate Lauren Walton. Both were students ati 
Youngstown clinical campus. Marche.se will i 
residency in dermatology at the University Hwr 
of Arlcansas in Little Rock, and Walton will t, 
the Hospital of the UniverLsty of Pennsyliant: 
Philadelphia for a residency in psychiatry. 



10 


Bulletin 


March/April I9 1 



Professional 

Decisions. 


Stillson 

fc^Donaha 

AGENCY, INC. 

John Fouse • Lloyd Peck 


Bank One Building • 30 North Main Street 
Poland, OH 44514 • Phone: (216) 757-3726 


It is an important decision 
as to who will administer 
your insurance needs. Let 
Stillson and Donahay make 
that decision easier for you 
to make. 


We are professionals, locally 
owned and operated with over 
60 years in the Mahoning Valley, 
endorsed by the Mahoning County 
Medical Society for over 
40 years. 


Call us... It could be the most 
important professional decision you make. 


Life, Disability and other Health Insui 
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MCMS News 

MCMS/MCMSA Dinner Meeting Held 

HE SOCIETY AND ALLIANCE HELD THEIR 

ANNUAL DINNER MEETING, DOCTOR’S 

DAY CELEBRATION AND GEM OF THE 

year presentation at Antone’s Banquet Centre on March 28, 

1996. Alliance members Conna Hayat and Annette El Hayek 

co-chaired the event, which featured interna¬ 
tional cuisine. 

State Senator Grace L. Drake, (R-Solon) 

Chairperson of the Committee on Health, was 
the featured speaker. She gave a status report 
on legislation which she has sponsored and em¬ 
phasized the need for physicians to become more 
actively involved in legislation. 


Mead Johnson, represented by Ms. 
Elias, provided the product display. 


HAVE YOU JOINED OMPAC? 
ARE YOU A MEMBER OF PLAN? 



(L to R) Senator Grace L. Drake, Dr. Chandcq 
M. Kohli. 


Annual Meeting 

Dr. A. Reed Hoffmaster was honored post¬ 
humously as the 1995 recipient of the Society’s 
Distinguished Physician of the Year award. Dr. 
Hoffmaster, a urologist, was remembered for 
his selfless dedication to the needs of others 
and for his humanitarian contributions to 
medicine and the community. Mrs. Norma 
Hoffmaster accepted the award on behalf of 
her late hushand. 

Also present were Dr. Hoff master’s mother, 
Mrs. Florence Hoffmaster and his daughter 
Karen Hoffmaster. 

The society acknowledged seven recipients 
of the OSM A 50 Years in Medicine award. Rob¬ 
ert Clinger, Director of the Department of 
Medical Society Relations presented plaques 
and pins to the following physicians: George 
L. Altman, Hugh N. Bennett, Simon W. 
Chiasson and William D. Loeser. Also hon¬ 
ored, but unable to attend, were Dr. Gene Fry 
of Longboat Key, Florida, Dr. DeForest Metcalf 
of Ft. Myers, Florida and Dr. Frank Shaw who 
resides in Lusby, Maryland. 

The honorees were commended for their 
outstanding careers and their significant con¬ 
tributions to medicine and community en¬ 
deavors. 



(L to R) Karen, 
Hoffmaster. 


Norma and Florenu 


Wr, 


(L to R) Drs. Loeser, S. Chiasson, G. Altman, 
H. Bennett. 
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Medical Protective Policyowners 
NEVER get letters like this! 



Any allegation of malpractice against a doctor is serious business. If you are insured by The Medical 
Protective Company, be confident that in any malpractice claim you are an active partner in 
analyzing and preparing your case. We seek your advice and counsel in the beginning, in the 
middle, and at the end of your case. In fact, unless restricted by state law, every individual Medical 
Protective professional liability policy guarantees the doctor's right to consent to any settlement- 
no strings attached! In an era of frivolous suits, changing government attitudes about the 
confidentiality of the National Practitioner's Data Bank and increased scrutiny by credentialing 
committees, shouldn't you have The Medical Protective Company as your professional liability 
insurer? Call your local General Agent for more information about how you can have more control 
in defense of your professional reputation. Also available through select Independent Agents. 


vtm 





professional Protection Exclusively since /QS9 


800/344-1899 

A+ (Superior) A. M. Best 
AA (Excellent) Standard & Poor's 



Qiudy 
’insurance 

agency 

( 216)788 6577 • ( 800 ) 362-6577 
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On The Cover 


“All Occasions” 

Watercolor on paper, 36cm x 54cm 

By Mary Kay Buckley D’lsa, OWS (1926- ) 

ARY KAY D’ISA, KNOWN BY MANY DILET¬ 
TANTES, IS A CHARMING AND GIFTED 
WATERCOLORIST, PAR EXCELLENCE. 
A native of Youngstown, she is a graduate of Ursuline High 
School, attended Richmond School of Art, College of William 

and Mary, Youngstown State University, and 
holds a graduate degree from Kent State Uni¬ 
versity. 

Ms. D’lsa, the daughter of the late judge and 
Mrs. John J. Buckley, has a phy¬ 
sician brother in Maryland, and 
another brother and nephew who 
are members of our society. One 
of her two daughters is a physi¬ 
cian, and the other has a doctor¬ 
ate and is on the faculty at St. 
Mary’s, Notre Dame, Indiana. 
Her husband, Frank, is a retired 
professor and past chairman of 
mechanical Engineering at 
Youngstown State University. Dr. 
Frank D’lsa is, in his own right, a 
talented and prize-winning pho¬ 
tographer. 

Mar, Kay Buckley D’lsa This ta [ ented artist caches 

watercolor painting at Young¬ 
stown State University and the Butler Institute 
of American Art. Her numerous well crafted 
pieces have been displayed in both regional and 
national shows where she has won major prizes 
and special honors, too numerous to mention. 

Ms. D’Isa’s creations can be found in several 
public and private collections, including the 
Butler Institute of American Art, Saint Eliza¬ 
beth Medical enter and Westminster College. 

Ms. D’lsa was featured on the cover of the 
Bulletin in March of 1991 (vol 61, no. 3) with a 
watercolor entitled Timeless Elegance. She loves 



what she does and attacks her work with 
passion. In her own words, “We are all attrac 
to particular places and things because of m; 
thing inherent in our background. I find th 
am drawn to everyday subjects which, for; 
have unusual beauty....perhaps an old hi 
where sunlight dances on the porch, a fbi 
that allows me to use unusual colors, the it; 
of a carousel, the seasons in Mill Creek f 
the New England coast where we often w 
tion as a family—the American flag. These 
subjects that I paint in watercolor. The\ h 
meaning for me, perhaps they will speak to \ 

In All Occasions, the artist presents u>» 
a delightful gallimaufry of colors in a well l 
anced geometric pattern of multiple curves* 
taposed with a linear configuration. Thee 
trasting background further helps the view 
be bedazzled by the skillfully executed symplu 
of jolting colors. The piece inherently deliv 
a pleasurable feeling consistent with the art 
philosophy. 

All Occasions has most recently been she 
at the YWCA’s Area Women’s Art Show 
which it has received a special award. Clutch 
a one-woman-show of Ms. D’Isa’s can be vie 
at the Saint Elizabeth medical Center. 

Albert B. Cinelli, MD, FA 
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I Physician's Advisory 
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1 Retirement Plans 

Non-Qualified Deferred 
Watch Out for Traps! 

Rules don’t fit well with some small and mid-sized groups 
Don’t do it without expert advice 

ANY HIGH-INCOME DOCTORS LIKE YOU 

ARE MAXED OUT OF THEIR CORPORATE 

OR KEOGH RETIREMENT PLANS BECAUSE 

tax law limits contributions for a person’s account to $30,000 

generally. Others have found that the cost of contributing 

for their own benefit is uncomfortably high be¬ 
cause recent tax law changes require larger con¬ 
tributions for their non-doctor staff. 

In both cases, the urge to take greater ad¬ 
vantage one way or another of tax-favored re¬ 
tirement funding leads to creative advice from 
an army of accountants, lawyers, insurance 
agents and securities brokers. It’s enough to con¬ 
fuse the best of us! 

As we struggle to grasp its real application 
to small and mid-sized medical practices, one 
age-old tax and compensation device keeps com¬ 
ing up. Known as non-qualified deferred com¬ 
pensation (NQDC), it is widely used among 
larger corporations striving to retain key execu¬ 
tives. Tax experts are familiar withNQDC’s ba¬ 
sic tax rules, but different wrinkles in each plan 
make the subject challenging and lucrative for 
these advisors. 

Rules Don’t Easily Fit 

The problem for private practice physicians 
is that the rules do not comfortably fit into the 
practicalities of small and mid-sized groups 
owned by their own key executives—the doc¬ 
tors themselves. 

Although you may be able to use NQDC 
plans to your benefit, we generally suggest avoid¬ 
ing them except upon very careful, expert and 
unbiased guidance from both tax and practice 
advisors you know and respect. 

The maze of complicated tax guidelines, 
along with the fact that it is challenging to 
achieve NQDC status, means that you can’t 
enter this arena easily. For that reason, we sort 


Comp: 


through the difficulties for you and ask tu\ 
perts for their advice. 

Beware of Creative Solutions 

If you have an incorporated solo or ns 
group practice, your existing payout am:, 
ments probably include a form of NQDC t 
creative advisors can interpret as non-quab 
deferred compensation. Beware, however. 

Under such an arrangement, you or u 
family may be entitled to separation pay 
specified number of months’ additional sail 
after your retirement or death, along with a ■< 
rate amount as purchase price for your stock 7 
separation pay is typically designed to give 
or your surviving spouse your ownership in 
est in the group’s accounts receivable, and; 
haps also in some further earning capacity yi 
as goodwill. 

Although this is sometimes called deU 
compensation to boost its tax posture, it K 
cally pays you out for values left behind. 

True NQDC attempts instead to defer t 
on what you would otherwise take home a.-' 
able income, either in place of or in addins 
normal retirement plan funding. 

If you recognize NQDC’s purpose 
should also realize that it is not easily achtcvi 
Qualified pension and profit sharing plan' 
low direct, tax-favored funding for retirem; 
because specific laws permit it. Those laws™ 
to discourage, if not deny, efforts to reachi 
same goal another way. 

Basic Rules Create a Dilemma 

Here are the basic tax principles invoh 
in NQDC: 

• Deferred compensation is not taxable 
til the employee receives it unless h 
she has an absolute right to it sooner, 
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gardless of future events. Furthermore, if 
the deferred amount is secured ftom risk 
of the employers default (like bankruptcy 
or other claims against the corporation), 
then it is taxable to the employee right 


• The employer cannot deduct the deferred 
compensation unless the money is imme¬ 
diately non-forfeitable or available to the 
employee. 

NQDC is not for you if you solely own the 
corporation, since any amount set aside for your 
benefit is considered available to you through 
your corporate control. If you have co-sharehold¬ 
ers, though, you could set up a plan for paying 
NQDC to key employees — presumably one or 
more of the shareholders. The challenge is to 
make it work to your advantage tax-wise with¬ 
out disrupting your group arrangements. 

To set group income aside for your NQDC, 
your partners almost surely will (and in almost 
all cases should) charge it against your allocated 
share of group income. An alert IRS auditor may 
treat this deflection as part of your taxable in¬ 
come anyway unless it is based on an advanced, 
legally binding agreement making it subject to 
both forfeiture and corporate risks. 

Most small group physician-partners are not 
willing to convert sure money into dollars sub¬ 
ject to future risks. In today’s managed care en¬ 
vironment we don’t blame them! 

Corporate Problem, Too 

What is more, effectively deferring a 
member’s income means the corporation can¬ 
not deduct it, and hence it becomes subject to 
corporation income taxes. Your partners are not 
likely to accept sharing that burden for your tax 
planning benefit, so you may have to bear it 
yourself. This decreases the value of your NQDC 
anyway since you will also have to pay personal 
income taxes later when you collect it (or when 
you acquire an absolute right to it, if sooner).* 

Given these underlying tax and practical 
complications, what do the experts think? We 
asked two. 


While acknowledging the problems, David 
G. Roof, president of an Akron, OH investment 
and benefits firm,** says NQDC can sometimes 
effectively be installed through variable life in¬ 
surance assigned to a separate account. The in¬ 
surance helps assure payment through a large 
insurance company, and you might combine it 
with a “Rabhi Trust” to further separate the funds 
from your group’s general assets. 

In agreeing, Kansas-based medical manage¬ 
ment consultant David N. Shipman*** added 
that the fees for variable annuities are not high 
when compared to the costs of maintaining a 
qualified pension plan. 

“1 have no problem with including deferred 
compensation as a benefit if it is part of an over¬ 
all plan of retirement and succession planning, 
and if the physicians understand it,” says 
Shipman. “Too often, though, that is not the 
case and problems come up not with the con¬ 
cept but with its appropriate use.” 

That makes sense to us, too. Non-qualified 
deferred compensation is fraught with compli¬ 
cations for private practice physicians, but you 
might find it valuable if it is carefully structured 
by unbiased experts in conjunction with your 
accountant and lawyer. 

Don’t take it lightly. 

Editorial Note: We acknowledge the cooperation of 
Leif Beck, who has granted reprint rights for topics 
which have appeared in his regular monthly publi - 
cation , The Physician’s Advisory. His organization, 
The Health Care Group, with offices in Plymouth 
meeting, PA, is a group of leading national consult' 
ants and attorneys specializing in medical practice 
organization and management. 


•Further, the very act of charging the corporate tax to your income share is, under a strict IRS audit, further proof that i he 
arrangement is taxable to you right away—that it was your income deflected at your own present option. 

**Roof, president of The Evergreen Group, Inc. and member of the Medi medical Consulting team in Akron, can be 
reached at (330) 996-4670; fax (330) 996-4690. 

•••Contact Shipman at Integrated Strategies in Overland Park, KS at (913) 649-0080; fax (913) 649-0532. 
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MCMS Nw Members 


Debra S. Guerini, MD 

Internal Medicine 

Office: 20 Ohltown Rd. 

Phone:270-9100 

MED. ED: Northeastern Ohio Univ. College 
of Medicine, Rootstown, OH 

I NT: Western Reserve Care System, 

Youngstown, OH 

REDCY: Western Reserve Care System, 
Youngstown, OH 

SPONSORED BY: 

Hugh N. Bennett, MD 
Emil S. Dickstein, MD 
Jeffrey D. Resch, MD 


i 






Thomas M. Picklow, MD 

Urology 

Office: 815 Southwestern Run 
Phone: 758-9787 

MED. ED: Ohio State Univ. College of 
Medicine, Columbus, OH 
REDCY: Univ. of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati, OH 

REDCY: Univ. of Cincinnati, 
Cincinnati, OH 
SPONSORED BY: 

Richard G. Nord, MD 
John B. McElroy, MD 
Robert Sinsheimer, MD 


REDCY: 


The following applications 
membership were approved 1 
Council: 

ACTIVE: 

Michael J. Balsan, MD 
Abdul K. Shamsuddin, MD 
Donald J. Tamulonis, Jr., MD 

Information pertinent to the 
plicants should be sent to the V 
honing County Medical SooJ 
Council. 


OPEP Update 

continued from pg. 8 

request, they will also accom¬ 
pany the client in situations 
where support or advocacy is 
appropriate. 

Reliable documentation along 
with personal contact allows for effec¬ 
tive advocacy. This is extremely ben¬ 
eficial when special focus is placed on 
a health care professional as “im¬ 
paired”. In today’s health care climate, 
OPEP is a necessity for health care 
professionals who will have occupa¬ 
tional needs due to their recovering 


Ohio Physicians Effectiveness Program 
635 Park Meadow Road, Suite 203 
Westerville, Ohio 43081 
(614) 891-0080 • Fax (614) 891-1050 


The Journey of Hope 
Family Education Course 


A service of the Mahoning County- 
Mental Health Board and the Alliance 
for the Mentally Ill of Mahoning Val¬ 
ley. 

This course is designed for the fami¬ 
lies of persons who have been diag¬ 
nosed with schizophrenia or these with 
major affective disorders, as well as 
those who exhibit behavior that 
strongly suggests such a diagnosis. It is 
not appropriate for individuals who are 
themselves suffering from one of the 
major mental illnesses. 

The course consists of a series of 
twelve classes representing a new con¬ 
cept and curriculum. In this model, the 
course co-teachers are family members 
themselves. The course has been de¬ 
signed and written by an experienced 
family-member mental health profes¬ 
sional. The course balances basic 


psychoeducation and skill train 
with self-care, emotional sup; 
and empowerment. 

For more information call 

Irene Halverstadt 
(330) 332-4863 

Marvis Woods 
(330) 792-4557 
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f Southwoods 

X-Ray & Imaging 

Medical Health Complex of the 
Southwoods Executive Centre 
7655 Market Street, Youngstown, Ohio 44512 

DIAGNOSTIC X-RAY - CAT SCAN - ULTRASOUND 
MAMMOGRAPHY - ACCREDITED BY ACR & MEDICARE 

Phone: 726-2595 

Billing Phone Number: 758-1149 
Hours: Mon-Fri: 8:30-5:00 & Sat: 8:30-12:30 
All Board Certified Radiologists 

J.J. Lee, M.D. • W.L. Crawford, M.D. • M. Soleimanpour, M.D. • W.P Burick, M.D. 

A. Azarvan, M.D. • D.L. Laufman, M.D. • L. Soges, M.D. • R. Krishnan, M.D. 

J. Jacques, M.D. • S. Aubel, M.D. • R.G. Barr, M.D., Ph.D. • W.R. Torok, M.D. 


YOUNGSTOWN ASSOCIATES IN RADIOLOGY 

HITCHCOCK X-RAY CRESTWOOD X-RAY 
GENESIS BREAST CENTER 
HITCHCOCK CAT SCAN 

Diagnostic X-Ray Low-Dose Mammography 
Ultrasound Nuclear Medicine 
Cat Scan 


HITCHCOCK X-RAY 
7250 West Blvd. 
Boardman, Oh 44512 
(216) 758-0851 


CRESTWOOD X-RAY 
25 N. Canfield-Niles Rd. 
Austintown, Oh 44515 
(216) 793-5547 


E. Angtuaco, M.D. T. Barrett, M.D. T. Cohen, M.D. A. Hafiz, M.D. 

S. Kelminson, M.D. B.N. Krishna-Setty, M.D. A. Lipari, D.O. 

J. Melnick, M.D. K. Prasad, M.D. V. Raval M.D. P. Siripong, M.D. 
M. Stein, M.D. S. Weiss, M.D. 
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RAUL E. 
PEDRAZA 


October 16, 1943 
March 20, 1996 


3n Memoriam 

BERTRAM L 
FIRESTONE 


October 18, 1912 
March 2, 1996 
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As a Physician, You Need to Know. 

Chances are that few physicians will escape a medical malpractice lawsuit at 
some point in his or her career. That’s why Mutual Assurance has designec^^^^^ 
the 1996 Physician Loss Prevention Seminar to address these issues— 
because you as a physician need to know. You’ll gain valuable m 

knowledge in the processes and stages of a medical malpractice M m v M 

lawsuit in addition to discussing issues and trends in medical 
malpractice. Attorneys from Ohio’s leading medical malpractice B 
defense law firms will participate in the seminar, discussing actual 
case studies and addressing your liability concerns. 

You’ll also explore current and emerging trends and strategies to address the risks 
associated with these trends. Make sure that you attend this valuable and informative 
seminar—because as a physician, you need to know. 


The following is a list of dates and locations for the 
Ohio Physician Loss Prevention Seminars: 


City 

Date 

Location 

Time 

Akron 

Tuesday, July 23 

Sheraton Suites 

6:00 p.m. 

Cleveland 

Wednesday, July 24 

Stouffer 

6:00 p.m. 

Columbus 

Thursday, July 25 

Hyatt Regency 

11:00 a m 

Columbus 

Thursday, July 25 

Hyatt Regency 

6:00 p.m. 

Cincinnati 

Tuesday, August 13 

Westin 

6:00 p.m. 

Columbus 

Wednesday, August 14 

Hyatt Regency 

6:00 p.m. 

Dayton 

Thursday, Augusr 15 

Marriott 

11:00 a.m 

Dayton 

Thursday, August 15 

Marriott 

6:00 p.m. 

Toledo 

Tuesday, September 24 

Radison Hotel 

6:00 p.m. 

Cleveland 

Wednesday, September 25 

Stouffer Renaissance 

6:00 p.m. 

Youngstown 

Thursday, September 26 

Holiday Inn Metroplex 

6:00 p.m. 

Toledo 

Tuesday, October 22 

Radisson Hotel 

6:00 p.m. 

Dayton 

Wednesday, October 23 

Marriott 

6:00 p.m. 

Cincinnati 

Thursday, October 24 

Westin 

6:00 p.m. 


For more information about the Ohio Physician Loss 
Prevention Seminar please call Jim Lang, Jim Keatting 
or Ed Hassay at Gluck Insurance (800)362-6577 . 


Mutual Assurance offers its insureds a wide range of risk management solutions, such as the Loss Prevention Seminar series. 
Policyholders can earn continuing medical education credits and premium discounts by attending these seminars 
Physicians not currently insured by Mutual Assurance are encouraged to attend a seminar to ensure that the premium 
discount is available when their coverage is convened to Mutual Assurance. Mutual » i , i 

1 su ranee is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education to 
sponsor continuing medical education for physicians. 


a iviuiuch 

lAssurance 
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Comments 

Perhaps it is my youth, but I have never witnessed the kind of depression that 
seems to have seized American medicine. One approach is to examine issues 
from the other person’s point of view. I try to do that in the following. What if 
there is a hidden agenda ? While the comments are somewhat “tongue in cheek, ” 
the goal is to assist colleagues and patients in breaking out of the doldrums, to 
provide “food for thought ” and renewed purpose. Ergo: 

The Great Insurance Conspiracy? 


S THE INSURANCE INDUSTRY ATTEMPTING TO 
SUBVERT AMERICAN MEDICINE? ARE IMPEDI¬ 
MENTS BEING PLACED TO MEDICAL CARE 
access? Do restrictions on laboratory, therapy facility and phy¬ 
sician access compromise ability to provide care? 

If an insurance company/broker demands 
documentation, even with all their other restric¬ 
tions, beyond what is usual and customary, is not 
patient care further compromised? Could this 
time he considered stolen (from the patient) buy 
the insurance company/broker? If an insurance 
company/broker fails to provide a system for ef¬ 
ficiently receiving (and responding to) their own 
excess documentation requests, can one have 
confidence that such impediments to health care 
access are unintentional? Why are the “medical 
directors” of such insurance companies/broker¬ 
age firms apparently so inaccessible to the health 
care provider? How can we continue to plead 
for the appropriate needs of our patients - or is 
that another target for subversion? 

How does one reconcile insurance company/ 
broker mandates to utilize specific laboratories 
with identified reliability problems attending 
those laboratories? How does one reconcile 
(with desire to provide quality care) insurance 
company/broker decisions to disallow tests, pro¬ 
cedures, or even physician visits? When one 
lacks assurance that the insurance company/bro¬ 
ker will allow a follow-up visit to assure safety/ 
efficiency, how can a consultant provide pre¬ 
scriptions? It seems equally inappropriate for 
primary physicians to write prescriptions for 
medications, with which they lack familiarity. 

Perhaps review of standard contracts provides 
an answer. How should one interpret the insur¬ 
ance/broker contract clause stating - that the 
participating physician agrees not to provide that 
companies’ “clients” with a lower level of care 


than that physician provides any of his 
patients who are not insured by that comp 
If the insurance company/brokcr interdict 
which the physician deems appropriate 
can the physician comply with the cornu 
unless he or she reduces his or her sta 
of care for all patients? I cannot recall ( 
in recent memory) insurance companies or 
kers promoting dedication to optimal me, 
care or to increasing the quality of medical 
Is this coincidence? 

Are the conflicting restrictions pan 
conscious effort to compromise the opp 
nity for Americans to access quality healtl 
Is quality health care a right or will it b 
analogous to aging, a privilege denied ton 
Something to think about... 


Bruce M. Rothschild' 
Director, Arthritis Center of Northea 
Professor, Internal M. 
Northeastern Ohio Unlit 
College of M 
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M agnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) is a relatively new medical technology that uses 
a strong magnetic field and radiowaves which allow physicians to explore the inner 
body without using x-rays. 

Today, two types of MRI systems are used: Conventional high field closed systems and low 
field open systems. 

The low field open MRI although equal or superior in quality, also provides many conve¬ 
niences and advantages simply not available in the closed systems. 


.OPEN 

0/ m\ ,s 


• Quality of images equal or 
superior to closed systems. * 

• Lower field strength proven to 
be safer than exposure to high 
field strength systems used in 
closed MRI's. 

• Completely open with no 
claustrophobic environment. 

• Very quiet and relaxing 
atmosphere. 

• Our exams are interpreted by full 
time , board certified radiologists. 


Want to know more about the advantages of Advanced Radiology's open MRI's? 
Give us a call or ask your doctor today. 

•Based on tests of over 15,000 low field and high field MRI scans by Dr. William Orrison, M.D., Professor of Radiology 
and Neurology at the University of New Mexico 

Advanced Radiology 

•A Leader In Imaging Innovation • 

5500 Market St. (old Rt. 82) » Howland, OH 44484 

216-856-XRAY(9729) -or- 1-800-998-4MRI(674) 


All Radiologists are Board CertifiedAnd University Trained 
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From the Bulletin 


A Look Back... 


Sixty Years Ago, 

Mar/Apr, 1936 

Even 60 years ago 
there was a brou¬ 
haha over how to 
provide medical 

care for the indigent. President L.G. 
Coe appointed Elmer Nagel to chair 
the Public Health Committee to pro¬ 
mote preschool immunizations. Be¬ 
cause of the fear of litigation, the 
Council was advised to incorporate 
the Bulletin. New members were 
Russel Rummel and Elmer Wenaas. 

Fifty Years Ago, 

Mar/Apr, 1946 

The “five-day 
cure”, using mas¬ 
sive doses of 
tnapharsen over a 

short period of time, was the latest cure 
for syphilis. Soon, however, penicillin 
was to become the drug of choice for 
that disease. Arthur E. Rappaport, in 
, his article “Study of Anemia” reported 
that the RBC and hemoglobin tests 
were inadequate for determining the 
classification of anemias. He recom¬ 
mended MCV, MCH and MCHC and 
packed cell volume. New member that 
month was J.B. Kupek. 

Forty Years Ago 
Mar/Apr, 1956 
I President Gabe 
DeCicco devoted 
his entire pres- 
| ident’s message to 
the recent passing of William M. 
Skipp. Bill Skipp was a tireless worker 
for the Medical Society, serving as 
president in 1936 and 1939. In 1940 
he was elected president of the 
OSMA, and later was a delegate to the 
AMA. There was a lengthy article in 
the April issue by Youngstown Chief 
of Police Paul H. Cress, reporting on 
the narcotics problem in Youngstown. 
He reported that the bulk of the prob¬ 


lem was the use of heroin and marijuana. 
Addicts spent from $10-$30 a day. he 
reported no problem in our schools, and 
he felt that “a user belongs in jail only 
after better solutions are offered and fail.” 
New members that month were Wayne 
Agey, R.V. Bruchs, Paul A. Dobson, 
Paul ]. Fuzy, Jr. and Sanford Gaylord. 

Thirty Years Ago 
Mar/Apr, 1966 

Medicare was sched- I 
uled to start in July, 
and there was much 
weeping, wailing and 
gnashing of teeth. Then, with the inter¬ 
vention of the AMA, we were given the 
choice of “assignement” (participation) 
or “non-assignment” (non-participa¬ 
tion). Later, as we all learned, those privi¬ 
leges were gradually eliminated. 

Twenty Years Ago 
Mar/Apr, 1976 
President Bill Sovik 
presented a list of t 
predictions made by 
an official of the Na¬ 
tional Association of Blue Shield Plans. 
Among those predictions were: capac¬ 
ity for detecting many diseases in em¬ 
bryo by 1980; teams of nurses and/or 
doctors making house calls with mobile 


Robert R. Fisher, MD 





labs by 1985; medical/social deal 
based on the quality of life, rather | 
the morbidity or mortality, by |i 
After 10 years of Medicare, the m 
bers had all managed to survive 
cope with the ever-changing Mel 
rules and regulations. 

Ten Years Ago 
Mar/Apr, 1986 
The March issue 
contained a guest 
editorial by Bill 
Loeser. This was a 
hilarious prediction of the su 
medicine and law after all the la# 
finally caused the demise of ali 
medical schools, hospitals, m* 
practitioners, and insurance coa 
nies, and there was no one left r. 
for the sick. In the April issue, E: 
Emil Dickstein described his run 
tions regarding his concerns abod 
proliferation of managed care ora 
zations and what effect they miiv' l 
on the quality of care. New mini 
at that time were: Carl Ann 
Adam Costarella, Salim El-Haw 
William Gillanders, Fred Hj 
R ani Krishnan, Keith Kuppler. * 
drew J. Lockshaw, III, Wil 
Palmer, William Sutherland i 
Amelia Tuanidas. 
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At The P-I-E Mutual, doctors mle. They sit on managing boards that 
consider new applicants. They form committees that review die merits of 
claims. WKo knows better? And who cares more about, controlling costs 
than people who themselves are paying premiums? Which helps explain 
why we can offer such attractive discounts to loss-free members. And how 
we've attracted 16,000 doctors, and become one of the largest medical 
professional liability monoline insurance companies in America. 

Call 1-SOO-22S-233S for information. 



THE P*I*E MUTUAL 
INSURANCE COMPANY 

North Point Tower 
1001 Lakeside Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44114 
1-800-228-233.5 


MonemanAferian 

Where insurance works... for you 


The Moreman-Ycrian Company 
9251 Market Street - P.O. Box 3728 
Youngsiown, Ohio 44513 
216-758-4571 - Fax: 216-758-3753 


\lmrhl April 19% 


Bulletin 


25 























MCMSA News 


MCMSA Gem of the Year 


HE MAHONING COUNTY MEDICAL SOCI- 
ETY ALLIANCE HONORED BETH BACANI AS 
THE GEM OF THE YEAR AT THEIR DINNER 


money is to be used for renovations to 
Stewart Patton’s office in the village if 
Canfield Fairgrounds. Dr. Patton built th| 
fice in 1913 and occupied it for 24 years.™ 
an old fashioned country doctor who madeM 
calls in a horse and buggy and operated cijj 
kitchen table. He was paid in chickens an i - 
duce. He owned three sets of horses - on 
the AM calls, one for the afternoon cnl! i 
one for the PM calls (to offset the fatigue A 
horses). He headed the drive for mass imn 
zation against diptheria and chest x-rays til 
in the area. In 1937 Dr. Patton was the Mil 
ing County Health Commissioner for 14 d 
He also started school health clinics in ul 
nurses were instructed to visit the school*! 
check on every child. Dr. Patton was ho 
1873 and died in 1963. 


meeting March 28th at Antone’s Banquet Centre. Beth has been 

an active member of the Alliance since 1969 working at all 

levels of the organization. She was president of 
the Alliance in 1989. She was also recognized 
as the YMCA Woman of the Year in 

P I 983 for Volunteerism in the field of 
health. She served on the Board of the 
Florence Crittendon Home for unwed 
mothers. She was president of the Kid¬ 
ney Foundation of Mahoning County in 
1985-87. Current projects include work 
with the United Way, the Daisy Dozen 
Garden Club and editing the MCMSA 
newsletter. Beth grew up in Sharon, PA 
^ and graduated from Sharon high school 

and the Youngstown Hospital Associa¬ 
tion nursing program. She has 3 chil¬ 
dren, Dante, Cynda and Bobbie and is married 
to nephrologist Robert Bacani, MD. Beth is a 
realtor with Burgen Real Estate in Boardman, 


Beth Bacani 


Western Reserve 
Village Foundation 

The Mahoning County Medical Society Al¬ 
liance presented a check for $950.00 to the board 
of the Western Reserve Village Foundation. The 


Mr. C. Gilbert James (president of the B 
of Trustees of the Western Reserve Vt | 
Foundation) and Susan Bemy (presiib 
Mahoning County Medical Society AlliM 
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Only Your Andersen Window Center 
Brings Andersen Light Home. 

Your Andersen® Window Expert knows how to combine 
Andersen® Windows and Patio Doors to create the right Andersen 
light™ for your home. You'll find them only at our place, your 
Andersen Window Center® store. Count on this Andersen trained 
specialist for total help. 
stop in and see us at the 

45th Annual HBA Home & Garden Show at the Canfield Fairgrounds in building #26. 

lawrence Countv 
Copper Lumber 

2327 Harlansburg Road 
New Castle, PA 16101 

412-654-5902 


YOUNGSTOWN AREA 

ANDERSEN WINDOW 

W2 




Columbiana Countv 

Ac e Lumber Company 

A. G. Sharp Lumber 

MJE. Supply Company 

1039 Poland Avenue 

1900 State Street 

1340 State Route 14 

Youngstown, OH 44501 

Girard, OH 44420 

Columbiana, OH 44408 

330-744-3167 

330-744-8484 

330-482-5163 

A.M. Door 

Fagen's Building Center 


2575 Warren Salem Road 

234 North Mecca Street 


North Jackson, OH 44451 

Cortland, OH 44410 

Mercer County 

330-538-3322 

330-637-5015 

Lezzer Lumber 



104 Industrial Drive 

Plaza Lumber 

Morgan-Dleter Lumber 

Grove City, PA 16127 

399 S. Meridian Road 

6792 Belmont Avenue 

412-458-5501 

Youngstown, OH 44509 

Vienna, OH 44473 


330-792-2323 

330-539-1946 



Reliable Lumber A Supply 

502 Sampson Street 
New Castle, PA 16101 
412-658-5533 

Wilson Lumber 

125 East Neshannock Avenue 
New Wilmington, PA l6l42 

412-946-3555 
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n The News 


Dr. Chander M. Koldi was elected president of 
the clinical staff of St. Elizabeth Health Center 
and was appointed to the Youngstown State 
University Board of Trustees by Governor 
George V. Voinovich. 

Drs. David A. Hoffman and Richard A. Memo 

were elected vice president and secretary/trea¬ 
surer, respectively of St. Elizabeth Health 
Center’s clinical staff. In other news at St. 
Elizabeth’s, newly-elected department chairmen 
include the following: Drs. H.S. Wang, eyc/ear/ 
nose/throat; Douglas E. Van Reese, obstetrics/ 
gynecology, and Alam M. Qadri, pathology. 

Drs. Antoine E. Chahine and Anthony F. 
Cutrona were elected Fellows of the American 
College of Physicians. 

Dr. Anand Garg was re-appointed to the State 
Medical Board of Ohio, for a five-year term, by 
Governor George V. Voinovich. He also was 
elected to a three-year term on the examina¬ 


tion board of the Federation of Stan Yj 
Boards. Dr. Garg was recently named “M 
the Decade” by the India Association of Or 
Youngstown. 

Dr. John S. Venglareik III was awarded I 
certification in pediatric infectious disease 1 
American Board of Pediatrics. 

Dr. Mark H. Belfer was recently elected to 
a one-year term as a member of the Ohio ■ 
emy of Family Physicians Foundation IW| 
Trustees. 

Dr. John W. Arnott has been named it 
director of Pride Care Health System, a f 
cian hospital organization between Wi 
Reserve Care System and the Western R 
ians organization. 


Dr. Chris Knight has been appointed i 
director of the Cancer Care Center at \\ 
Reserve Care Center. 



FROM BRENNER’S 


for diamond shoppers is 


Know 


CERTIFIED GEMOLOGIST * APPRAISER * AMERICAN GEM SOCIETY 

7081 West Blvd at Rt. 224 in Boardman Phone 726-8816 
Store Hours: Tuesday-Saturday 9:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.; Thursday until 7:00 p.m 
Use your Brenner's Charge, MasterCard, Visa or American Express. 




Worldwide, the soundest advice 
your dealer”. No jeweler in the Youngstown area is known so well 
as Brenner’s. Which is why the diamond you give says more when 
it comes from this pioneer establishment. 
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This is what you're giving up with open MRI. 


Accuracy is the most important element 
of MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) 
technology. You’ve probably heard a lot of 
talk about “open MRI” systems. What you 
probably haven’t heard is that these systems 
can’t provide the clarity of those with higher 
magnetic strength. 

At MRI Cooperative, we believe in providing 
the most precise image the first time. That’s 


why we use only the most state-of-the-art 
MRI systems available. And, our board- 
certified radiologists have special training in 
MRI interpretation. If your doctor recom¬ 
mends an MRI, ask about MRI Cooperative. 
Because the one thing you don’t want to give 
up is accuracy. 


Cooperative 


MRI Cooperative sites are located at: 

Beeghly Medical Center, Boardman / St. Elizabeth Health Center, Youngstown / 
St. Joseph Health Center, Warren 

For scheduling and billing: 

1006 Boardman-Canfield Rd., Suite 3, Youngstown, OH 44512 
726-3150 or 1-800-686-9933 / Fax 216-726-3155 


O MRI 378-003-A 


Sim hjApril 1996 


Bulletin 


29 











State Medical Board of Ohio 


Update 

HE PERIOD SINCE MY LAST REPORT TO YOU 
HAS BEEN A BUSY AND EXCITING TIME FOR 
THE STATE MEDICAL BOARD OF OHIO AND 
for me personally. Midway through our Board’s centennial year, we 
are very pleased to offer the following update of our activities. 

Board Officers 

The Board’s election process permits mem- 
bers to serve a single one year term as President, 
although other officers can be reelected. I com¬ 
pleted my term as Board President in December 
1995 and passed the torch to Charles Stienecker, 
MD, an extremely knowledgeable physician 
from Wapakoneta. A former family practitioner, 
Dr. Stienecker is now the Medical Director of 
St. Rita’s hospital in Lima. Assisting Dr. 
Stienecker as Vice President is Mrs. Nora Noble, 
a consumer member from Newark. Thomas E. 
Gretter, MD, of Cleveland and Mr. Raymond J. 
Albert of Amanda were reelected by the Board 
to serve in 1996 as Secretary and Supervising 
Member, respectively. I remain on the Board’s 
Executive Committee as Immediate Past Presi¬ 
dent and was reappointed to a second five year 
term on the Board by the Governor until 2002. 

New Appointee 

The Board welcomed its newest member, 


A nand G. Garg, MD, PhD 



Anant Bhati, MD, in April 1995. Dr. Bh;n 
obstetrician/gynecologist, practices in Cira 
nati. 

Legislation and Rules 

As the body responsible for registering! 
overseeing the utilization of physician asskd 
the Board was involved last year with Sus 
tute Senate Bill 143, which became effectm 
March 5, 1996. The bill includes a numbei 
significant revisions to the laws pertaimn 
P.A.s, and codifies such things as supend 
requirements for physicians who oven« j 
work of P.A.s and the utilization regbrnn 
process. 

Amended Substitute House Bill 218. r- 
was strongly supported by the Board, creaft 
opportunity for retired physicians to volur: 
their services in non-profit shelters and hra 
care facilities. The bill became effective onll 
vember 15, 1995. The Board is currently ml 
ing on rules that would establish criteria i ?| 
suance of volunteer certificates. 

Several new rules have already been ackd 
or are being considered by the Board to add 
current issues of concern to Ohio physioa 
Board Rule 4731-18-01. Ohio Adminftrm 
Code, Standards for Surgery, became effei 
on May 4,1995. The rule defines the roleJ 
surgeon of record, including preoperar:-! 
perioperative and postoperative patient mar. 
ment, and ensures that surgeons will not ? 
form surgery without arranging for approptt 
follow-up for their patients. 

In August and September of 1995, the ft. 
held hearings on draft rules concerning HI\ 
HBV. After the rules were redrafted to inor. 
rate suggestions made by interested parties, d 
were approved for refiling by the Board inMa 
1996, with adoption anticipated early thi- 
mer. The rules would require practitioner' * 
are sero-positive for HIV or HBV to submtf 
evaluation and monitoring by an Ohio Dei 
ment of Health-approved hospital review pi: 
ODH itself, or the State Medical Board.! 
rules would further provide for practice re^' 
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tions for sero-positive physicians and would re¬ 
quire physicians to know their HIV/HBV status 
if they believe they may he at risk. 

The Board is also considering draft rules that 
address the scope of practice of podiatry, spe¬ 
cifically ankle surgery. 

Position Papers 

A position paper on Non-Invasive Vascular 
Testing, which had been the subject of exten¬ 
sive deliberation by the Board’s Scope of Prac¬ 
tice Committee, was adopted unanimously as the 
May 1995 Board meeting. The policy addresses 
concerns about overutilization of non-invasive 
vascular testing and the performance and inter¬ 
pretation of that testing by unqualified practi¬ 
tioners or those acting outside their legal scope 
of practice. 

At their June 1995 meeting, board members 
adopted a position paper on scheduled drug 
therapy, including narcotics, for treatment of 
chronic benign pain. The position paper is in¬ 
tended to balance the health care practitioner’s 
goal of controlling long-standing pain against 
the very real risks of drug addiction and misuse. 
The Board’s Prescribing Committee is continu¬ 
ing to accept feedback from practitioners inter¬ 
ested in this topic. 

The Board’s position paper entitled 
“Laparoscopic Training - Surgery” was adopted 
in February 1996. The paper promotes specified 
minimum credentialling guidelines for training 
and monitoring. 

Copies of all of the Board’s position papers 
are available from the Board’s Public Inquiries 
Department, and are published in the Board’s 
quarterly newsletter, Your Report. 

Quality Intervention Program Update 

Over the past year, the Quality Intervention 
Program (QIP) has gone from being a work-in- 
progress to a viable reality. Both a physician re¬ 
view panel and a separate panel to review podi- 
atric issues have been created. Two osteopathic 
physicians—a family practitioner and a cardi¬ 
ologist—are participating in the six-member 
physician review panel. Ohio is justly proud that 
its QIP is the first program ever created under 
the independent auspices of a regulatory board, 
rather than through the private sector, to iden¬ 
tify and remediate problematic medical practices 
before the need for disciplinary action arises. The 
panel’s recommendations promise to be of in¬ 
valuable assistance to the Board’s Secretary and 
Supervising Member in reaching their decision 
about the appropriate disposition of quality of 


care complaints. 

Guests 

In December 1995, the Medical Board was 
honored to host the President of the Federation 
of State Medical Boards, Robert Porter, MD and 
Federation Vice President, I. Kathryn Hill, who 
attended the Board meeting and a number of 
committee meetings to observe the Ohio Board 
in Action. Barbara Ross-Lee, D.O., Dean of 
Ohio University’s College of Osteopathic Medi¬ 
cine, was also a guest at the Board’s December 
1995 meeting, having been invited to offer her 
perspective on advance practice nursing legis¬ 
lation. (The APN bill has since been passed by 
the General Assembly and is awaiting Gover¬ 
nor Voinovich’s signature as of this writing.) Dr. 
Ross-Lee focused the Board’s attention on the 
increasing need for primary care providers, par¬ 
ticularly in rural and underserved areas of Ohio. 

Regional and National Activities 

The Ohio Board has continued to host and 
play an active role in meetings of state medical 
boards from the Midwestern region of the 
United States. Ohio originally spearheaded this 
effort to provide an opportunity for the boards 
to share concerns about regulatory issues and 
learn from one another. If imitation is truly the 
sincerest from of flattery, we are indeed flattered 
that some of the eastern states have followed 
our example and created their own regional 
group. 

The Ohio Board continues to play an active 
role in medical regulation at the national level 
through its involvement with the Federation of 
State Medical Boards. I was recently elected at 
the Federation’s annual meeting to serve on the 
organization’s Examination Committee, after 
having previously served on the now-reorga¬ 
nized Examination Board. The Ohio Board’s 
Executive Director, Ray Bumgarner, just com¬ 
pleted his term as a member of the Federation’s 
Board of Directors. The Ohio Board has a his¬ 
tory of leadership at the national level, and an¬ 
ticipates continuing that involvement. 

Reminders 

If you are eligible for renewal of your Ohio 
medical license, you should have received a re¬ 
newal application form in the mail some time 
ago. The completed forms, along with the re¬ 
quired fee, are due in the Board offices by June 
30, 1996, even though your current license docs 
not expire until September 30, 1996. All con- 

continued on pg. 33 
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For Your Patient Needs: 


Accreditation 
With Commendation 




Skilled Nursing 
I.V. Therapy 
Psychiatric Nursing 
Rehabilitative Therapy 



Joint Commission 

on Accredilation of Healthcare Organizations 


Home Health Aide 


<DC> 


Visiti m Nurse 

association 



v^o 1 


United Way Agency 518 E. INDIANOLA • YOUNGSTOWN 


782-5606 



+ 


^ CONVA-MED PHARMACY Kf 


4 


Area's Only 


24 Hour 

Drive-Thru Prescription Service 


3307 Canfield Road • Youngstown, OH 44511 

(330) 797-1515 


OTHER DRIVE-THRU LOCATIONS OPENED 9:00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M. 

7136 Brookwood Drive 3695 Boardman-Canfield Road 4300 Belmont Avenue 
Brookfield, OH 44403 Canfield, OH 44406 Youngstown, OH 44505 

(330) 448-4100 (330) 533-7258 (330) 759-3200 
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State Medical Board of Ohio 

continued from pg. 31 

tinning medical education hours must have been 
completed before July 1, 1996. Don’t forget to 
organize and retain documentation of your CME 
hours, as you may be audited and asked to pro- 
duce it. Also, be sure to respond to the audit 
immediately if you receive a notice. A surprise 
ing number of disciplinary actions must be taken 
by the Board each year against physicians who 
have more than enough CME but neglect to 
submit documentation when asked. 

Physician Assistants utilization Plans are also 
subject to random audit, in that the Board regu- 
larly conducts spot checks to ensure compliance 
with plans that have been approved. Those 
employing P.A.s may wish to review their plans 
to avoid potential problems. 

1 appreciate the opportunity to bring you 
news about the Sate Medical Board’s activities 


that directly impact physicians in our area. I 
hope that you will feel free to let me know about 
how the Board can better serve both you and 
your patients. On behalf of the Medical Board, 
1 invite you all to join with us in celebrating 
our first 100 years as we look forward to our next 
century. 

Lauren Lubcnv, J.D ., contributed to this article. 


DM Medical Billing/Plus 

offers a full range of services designed to 
target your specific billing needs and 
increase your bottom line. 


NOW IS THE TIME TO SEND YOUR CLAIMS ELECTRONICALLY, 
SINCE MEDICARE HAS BEGUN ITS ALL OUR CAMPAIGN TO ENCOUR¬ 
AGE ALL PROVIDERS TO UTILIZE ELECTRONIC MEDIA CLAIMS 
SUBMISSIONS 


• Features personal attention from an experienced staff during your 
business hours. 

• Electonic claims submissions. 

• Reimbursements to the physician 

• Sends monthly accounts receivable statements and month end 
reports for your convenience. 

• Reduces office overhead by taking care of the cost of your postage, 
mailing, follow-up calls on all billing and claims. 

Boca Building 

860 B. Canfield Road, Suite 105 — Youngstown, Ohio 44512 
800/292-3008 or 330/629-8880 
Fax: 330/629-9181 
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Notices/Classifieds 


Notice: 

The NEW Poison Control Phone Numbers for mahoning, Trumbull, 
Columbiana, and Ashrabula Counties arc: 


Classified: 


Phone: 

1-800-872-5111 


TDD Number: 

1*800-253-7955 


The numbers are effective immediately. These numbers are to be 
used for poisoning accidents only. For educational materials, call 
the mahoning Valley SAFE KIDS Coalition at 740-KIDS. 

The phone numbers in the front of the 
1996-97 phone books are incorrect! 


PRIME NORTHSIDE 
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE 

Broadway Medical Center 

For Information Call - 

747-2634 or 792-0084 



DeBald and 

Company, Inc. 


OFFICE SUPPLIES 

1300 Wick Avenue 
P.O. Box 6085 
Youngstown, Ohio 44501 


746-0597 

FAX No. 746-4114 


Delinquent Account Collection 

MILLSTONE & KANNENSOHN 

Attorneys-at-Law 

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE IN FULL SERVICE MEDICAL COLLECTION S 
130 E. Boardman Street • Youngstown, Ohio 44503 • (216) 743-51-81 


Advanced Radiology. 

AMA. 

Brenner’s. 

Conva-Med. 

DeBald & Co., Inc. 

DM Medical Billing/Plus. 

Gluck Agency. 

Mahoning Bank. 

Medical Billing. 

Medical-Dental Bureau. 

Midwest Prosthetic Orthotic Center 
Millstone &. Kannensohn. 


Advertising List 

. 2,23 Moreman-Yerian. 

.27 Mutual Assurance. 

.28 O.P.T.I.O.N. Care. 

.32 OSMA Insurance. 

.34 Outpatient Therapy. 

.33 Southwoods X-ray. 

.13 Spath & Zimmerman. 

.15 Stillson & Donahay. 

.9 MRI Cooperative. 

. BC Visiting Nurses. 

.9 Youngstown Associates in Radiology 

.34 
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optioncare 

Infusion Services 

•QUALITY ‘SERVICE ‘EXPERIENCE 


The Name You Know, 

The People You Trust. 

•Total Parenteral Therapy 

• Dobutamine Therapy 

•Total Enteral Therapy 

• Hydration Therapy 

• Pain Management 

• Immunoglobulin Therapy 

•Antibiotic Therapy 

• HIV/AIDS Therapy 

•Chemotherapy 

• PICC Line Insertion 

JCAHO ACCREDITED 

WITH COMMENDATION 


AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY 


We Accept New Patients on Weekends and Holidays 

397 Churchill-Hubbard Rd., Youngstown, OH 44505 


216-759-1332 • 800-733-3762 • FAX 216-759-1104 
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Mahoning County Medical Society I 

dULix HA I t 

5104 MARKET STREET, YOUNGSTOWN, OH 44512-2147 U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 

Address Correction Requested PERMIT NO 317 

YOUNGSTOWN, OHIO 



The Medical-Dental Bureau provides the Physician 
and Dental community with much needed office 
services. Since we understand your needs, we provide 
the best dollar value in the tri-county area. 

Services provided: 

Telephone Answering 

• Targeted to the needs of the Medical community. 

• Numerous line services available for your particular 
needs. 

Collections: 

• Collect past due accounts. 

• Individual attention to each account so as to 
maximize dollars collected. 

• Fee based on collection. 

For complete details please telephone your 

Medical-Dental 
Bureau, Inc. 

901 Home Savings & Loan Bldg. 

275 Federal Plaza West 
Youngstown, Ohio 44503 

(216) 744-4040 


Judy Bloomberg, Manager 












